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With the development of the market economy, Certified Public Accountants  
are playing a more and more important role in the market economy, and the public 
is relying more and more on Certified Public Accountants audit .The civil liability 
of Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party has been pushed 
onto the agenda and become an issue of dispute in the world. At present, China is 
on the preliminary stage of the market economy and the profession of Certified 
Public Accountants is during its developing process, therefore the system of the 
civil liability of Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party is 
not perfect and is to be improved. Based on the current legislation of China, this 
dissertation, with reference to the relevant experience from abroad, focuses on 
how to perfect the system of the civil liability of Certified Public Accountants 
toward the interested third party. 
Besides the preface and the concluding remark, six chapters are included. 
They are the following:  
ChapterⅠintroduces the audit business and the evolution of the civil liability 
of  Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party both in 
domestic China and abroad, and then analyzes the mechanism of the formation of 
the civil liability of Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party . 
ChapterⅡanalyzes the nature of the civil liability of Certified Public 
Accountants toward the interested third party from the perspectives of different 
points of view. Accordingly, it comes to a conclusion that the civil liability of 
Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party should be 
categorized into the tort liability. 
ChapterⅢ presents different understandings concerning this issue in the 














should be applied to the civil liability of Certified Public Accountants toward the 
interested third party. And it also analyzes the four components of the civil 
liability. They are: misrepresentation, fault, damages, and causation. 
Chapter Ⅳ introduces the scope of “the interested third party” in 
Anglo-American law, finding out the existing problems in Chinese laws about the 
scope of “the interested third party.” Further, it analyzes and defines the scope of 
“the interested third party” in the Chinese law by referring to the Anglo-American 
law. 
Chapter Ⅴ introduces the legislative practices both domestically and 
internationally. For the purpose of solving the problem of responsibility sharing 
between Certified Public Accountants and the suppliers of financial information, it 
analyzes whether the civil liability of Certified Public Accountants toward the 
interested third party is joint liability or liability to pay compensation. 
Chapter Ⅵ is a supplementary chapter .This chapter raises suggestions and 
measures on this issue in order to perfect the system of the civil liability of 
Certified Public Accountants toward the interested third party in China. 
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